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SQO THE 


KING & QUEENS 
Moſt Excellent Majcſttes. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſ! ies, 

HE Subject of this Diſcourſe being no leſs 
a Perſon than King Charks I. of Bleſſed 
Memory, and Your Royal Grandfather, whoſe 
Throne You ſo happily fill, and whoſe Virtues 
and Graces You daily imitate ; I "therefore 
thought the Dedication of it proper A none but 
Crowned Heads ,upon which ſcore ] humbly pre- 
ſame, ſuch as it is, to lay it at Your Sacred Feer, 
hoping that ir may be ſerviceable to ſupport the 
Honour and Reputation of Monarchy in gene- 
ral, Cwhich, I am certain, is ſtruck at through 
the Sides of this Great Prince) to preſerve the 
Peace and Happineſs of Your Majeſties Govern- 
ment;ind to ſecure Your Majeſties from the 
Danger, as well of flattering and- pretending 
Friends, as of publick and open Enemies: Which 
good cft<c& that it may have, ſhall be the con- 

ſtant Prayer of 


Your Majeſties moſt humble and 
dutiful Subject and Servanr, 


Ric, Hollingworth, 


TO 


2 TO THE 
R'E A D ER. 


' Reader, | 
F thoſe, who have of late made i* their Buſineſs to De- 
fame King Charles the Firlt, wil, «fter this, repent and 
- do ſo xo more, then T promiſe, this Diſcourſe, as it is 
my firſt, ſo it ſhall be the laſ? 1 will pat forth of this nature. 
But if. they are reſolved againſt Conuidion, and will aci 
againſt Noon-day-light, aid wil! continue to lead this Great 
and Good man's Memory ſtill with their wonted Calumnies 
and Reproaches ; I do here tell them, that 1 have fo much 
more to. ſay in his behalf, which I could not crowd into theſe 
Papers, ( becauſe I was willing it ſhould be very man's 
Money) zhat, if it be poſſible, will put them to a ſhame. 
Aid I do here aſſure them, if they will not ſuffer Modeſty 
and Good-manners to command: them for the time to come, 
they ſhall have it ; for, I am reſolved, as long as I can hold 
a Pen in my Hand, I will aot drop this Cauſe, namely, The 
Defence-of Charles the Fuſt. I have but one thing more, 
and that is, That I cannot believe that man loves me, let 
his Profeſſions be never. ſo great and many, nay, but that 
he has a Spight to and. Deſign againſt me, who in all Com- 
panies and Places, without Cauſe or Provocation, calls my 
Grandfather Kuave and Raſcal. | 


Farwel. 


ag_— 
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DEFENCE 
a 

King CHARLES the Firſt, & 


ING Charles the Firſt was a perſon whoſe 
Life I have diligently look'd into, and as 
ſeriouſly conſidered, and in doing both, 
have found my felf equally affe&ted with 

| Joy and Grief ; with Joy, to meet with a 

perſon, under ſo great and many Temptations as Princes 

muſt needs be, ſo admirably tempered, fo greatly conde- 

{ſcending, ſo ready to comply with whatever was preſen- 

ted to him for the Good of his Subjets, of ſo great 

Patience under the greateſt Sufferings and the moſt hor- 

rid Indignities put upon him, of ſo great Conſtancy to 

the Religious Perſwaſions of his own Mind, that nei- 
ther the enjoyment of his Crown, nor yet his Life, 
could bribe him to forſake them. 

Further, to meet with a Prince of ſo affable a Con- 
verſation, and that attended with ſuch pithy and admi- 
rable Diſcouries, as made ſome of thoſe who were his 
Keepers at oldenly- Houſe, not only love, but admire 
him ever after ; ſo that they not only wiſhed, but endea- 

B voured 


(2) 
voured to put him in a better condition. Laſily, A 
Prince of fo ſolid a Judgmenr, as al his Writings and 
Difputes-do- tefttie, and atfo-fo terious and awtul, as well 
as conſtant in his Devotions ; I fay, when I meet with 
tice true Accounts in Hiſtory, I cannot forbear prai» 
{ing God with the greateſt joy, that there was ſuch a 
perſon of his Degree, and in his High ſtation, that was 
born: inio, and hved in the World to be a Pattern to 
future Princes, as well as to all other fort of Perſons, of 
true Virtue and real Goodneſs. 

But, on the other hand, I- have been often overwhel- 
med, as it were, with Sorrow and a loading Grief, 
to find this Prince, ſo every ways Great and Good, fo 
rudely handled, fo barbarouſly 'uſed, ſo-ignobly and un- 
generouſly refuſed not only the Liberty of his Body, 
but the free exerciſe of his Religion in that way which 
he had fo often and alſo fo folemnly declared to be ac- 
cording to the juſt and well-made fatisfa&tion of his 
Mind and Judgment ; to find him libelFd by -every 
petty and fawcy Scribler, aud thoſe Libels countenanc'd, 
and alſo ſpread abroad by a FaQtious number of Men, 
who' deſigned nothing, but by his Ruine to raiſe them- 
felves into Places of Wealth and Power. Ifay, when I 
meet with theſe, and a thouſand more Affronts put upon 
him, -enough to have broke any Heart but his, I can- 
not but entertain my (eIf with forrowful Thoughts, nor 
yet forbear ſuch Refentments as almoſt force me to 
break out into undecent Paſſions and violent RefleCti- 
ons upon thoſe. men, who once ſwore Allegiance to 
him,and afterwards, forgetting all their Obligations, trea- 
ted him as one of their Slaves or Footboys. But however, 
it would be ſome allay to a man's Grief,if he could find 
the preſent Generation of this Kingdom, eſpecially many 
of thoſe whoſe Anceſtors had too great an hand in theſe 
vile and fcornful Treatments of this Great and Excellent 

| Perſon, 
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Perſon, to make 2n atonement for' the Faults of their 
Progenitors, by bewailing of them, and by a conſtant 
forwardneſs to give this Good man that juſt and true 
Character that his Worth and Merits do call for at all 
honeſt and conſidering mens hands : But, alas ! when 1 
find at this time of the day, inſtead of this, theſe very 
men,. who ſucceed in Principles thoſe who impriſoned 
and at laſt murdered him ; I fay, when I find fo great 
nuinbers of them vindicating his Death, and in order to 
that, loading his Memory with: all the filthy Accuſfati- 
ons. and. groundleſs,. as well as falſe, Aſperſions, that Wit 
and Mahee put together, can: amaſſe and heap up, never 
ſpeaking, of him, but. as a Tyrant, a Rogue, a Raſcal, 
nay, and a. Papift too, though he fo ſtrenuouſly aſlerted 
and pleaded the Proteſtant Cauſe, as it 1s profeſſed by 
the Church of Zxg/and, and calling the day on which 
he was murthered, and which 1s appointed by the Su- 
preme: Power of the Nation to. be religiouſly obſerved, 
The Madding. Day, asit is.1n a late lewd Pamphlet, that 
goes-pnder ihe name of Lud/ow: Why, I muſt needs (ay, 
this iwells my Grief above its uſual Bank, as well as ſtirs 
and raiſes. my juſt Indignation againſt ſuch a vile Brood, 
who, under pretence of Duty and entire AﬀeSions- to 
Their preſent Majeſties, ( believe them who will or can ) 
are daily abuſing him from whoſe Loins they came, and 
whoſe Virtues they daily imitate. 

And thereforc, from theſe two Paſſions of Grief and 
Anger, thus juſtly grounded, I am refolved, in the cn- 
ſuing Treatiſe, to- vindicate this great Prince, and if poſ- 
ſible, to ſhame his implacable Enemies, who do ſhew 
by what they ſo frequently vent, that they have nei- 


ther Knowledge, Wildom, nor Good-Manners, nor in- -. 


deed any thing elle that belongs to the Human as well 
as Cliriſtian Nature; the influency of either of which, if 


ſufter'd, would make them; tender of the Reputation and 
B 2 Me- 
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Memory of one, whoſe Virtues and Graces were as con- 
ſpicuous as were the Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, the 
Hypocriſie and Perjury of thoſe who imbrewed their 
Hands in his Sacred Blood. 

And here I muſt tell the Reader, that I intend only 
to run through the laſt Eight years of his Reign ; for 
tho? there might be ſome miſtakes in his Government 
before, ( as, Whar Government is without them?) yet 
now he offers to redreſs all, and did fo as far as he could 
be fatisfied things were out of order ; and, I am certain, 
from the beginning of the Long Parliament, November 
the 42h. to the day of his death, January 48. that he did 
every thing almoſt that deſerved a better reception than 
1t met withal, and made ſuch various Offers and Conde- 
ſcentions, as would have pleaſed any fort of men, but 
thoſe who were reſolved to be Maſters of his whole 
Crown and Dignity, together with his Revenues, and 
the Eſtates of all thoſe who from Principles of Confci- 
ence, ſtood by and aſſerted his juſt and righteous Cauſe. 
And in this Undertaking I promiſe the Reader to be true 
and impartial, and to offer nothing but what I have a 
good and truly-acknowledg'd Authority for ; for I ſcorn 
to ſet Pen to Paper, with a deſign to cheat and impoſe 
upon the World, which when I have done, I fear not the 
RefleQions of any prejudic'd, refolv'd, and unreaſonable 
men whatſoever. 


When the Parliament fate down in 40. it 1s plain te 
any man that reads the Hiſtory with a clear and equal 
mind, That the King purpoſed and reſolved to conlent to 
every thing they could offer him, which might be really 
tor theGood of his Kingdom;and that if anyGrievance was 
left unredreſfed, it ſhould not be his, but their own fault, 
only ſuppoſing they would not make Grievances where 
there were none, and overturn the Government inſtead of 
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healing the Sores thereof. And therefore, in-his. firſt 
Speech, he tells them frankly,” That he was reſolv'd to 
put himſelf freely and clearly on the Love and AﬀeCtion 
of his Engliſh SubjeQs ; and withal, promiſes them at the 
ſame time to concurr with them ſo heartily, that all the 
World may ſee, that his Intentions have ever been,” and 
ſhall be, to make this a glorious and flouriſhing King- 
dom. And, I think, he that reads the firſt halt-years 
TranfaQtions betwixt him and this Parliament, will find 
he made his word good to a tittle; for whatſoever they 
offered to him by way of Bill, which the Nation groan- 


| ed under before, as a real, nay, but as a: fancied Burthen, 


he preſently: paſſes it. © As for inſtance ;; The Star-Cham- 
ber had been long complained of © as a Grievance, and 
therefore he ſigns: the Bill to take it away. Further, the 
High-Commiſſion was a Court that: moſt- mens Mouths 
were opened againſt, tho' it was well deſigned, when 


in Queen Elizabeths days it was firſt erected ; and he 


conſents - to take that away too. . The Ship-Money, tho' 
great and very learned Lawyers had given theurr Opi- 
niotG, That the exaQing of it-in ſome caſes: was accor- 
ding to Law ; yet he reſolving to ſet all- right at once, 
betwixt himſelf and many of his diſcontented People, 
he gives that up alſo, and withal, conſents, .'that the 
late Proceedings touching Ship-Moxey ſhould be declared 
void. | And, to pleaſe the Weſtern. Gentlemen, and.many 
others of inferiour rank, he paſſes an At. againſt the En- 
croachments and Oppreſſions of the Sraunery-Conrts. 


And, to pleaſe others throughout the Nation, as: well as 


them, he fgns another Bill, relating to the Metes and 
Bounds of the Forreſt ; and: all thefe things done in a 
very ſhort time. -;-And after this, to let his People fee, 
that all Dangers from Bad mens wicked Countels, for 


the time to come, ſhould be prevented, he ſigns a Bull 


tor a. Triennial. Parliamegt, wherein, upon a Neglect at 


Court, 
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Courr,. or: from/the better ſort of men in the; Country, 
to firnmonca''Chbicey he, puts: it invo:the: power of the” 
very. Canflables'tb do it; vnamely; to meet and! chute 
Reprefentives-:::Which,; certainly, was as great a\Conde- 
ſcention:as was: ever made by a Prince, and would have 
fatisfied-any-'but' thoſe wha were reſolved 'toi'carry' a 
Game:further-than:was at' that: time! ſeen by men- of 
clean-and '\untdefigning Minds. © oo 
{;:Aind/after'this, when they thought things would: ne- 
ver: be well, : until all:ſorts of 'Subjedts' were: converſant 
an.nothing:efſc, .but-what.was [proper for their ' Calling, 
and: thirefore fancied; .thar'i6 the Baſhops:were removed 
out\of the Houſe of Lords, ithey vio2uld have more lei- 
far. -0:attend* their: Spiritual Empl 'ments';- why' even 
this'Bilt; together with.that which >ffered violence to 
the Peace and Quiet ob his Mind all: 1e days of his Life, 
namely; the'Bill iforattamding the gre:t:Earl of Szrafford, 
he orders|by...Commiltotiers to be: parſed. And;i: what 
can any Hat think; after :this,. could pive occafion''for 
Diſtontemt or finding Fault/z 1 IF any ihing/ donld? per- 
fwade men,cthat the' King iwas refblved: not. vo break 
with his People; but to:lay- a'firmiFoundation of Daty 
on their ſides for the:time to come, certainlyi' a man 
would think this would/do ;' thaugh, ' God: knows,; by 
tho ſequel we find-ir:did net;. but the: more 'he gave, 
the: bolder they; grew» in\ their. Requelts; or'.rather in 
their Demands!; 'and;therefore, the next: thing they pre- 
ſented him-withal, which was a thing, I verily believe, 
never a Prince that had fate upon the E»g/iſh Throne be- 
fore, would. have, granted; Granted did I fay ? nay, 
would. fcornfully have reje&ted : Yet to ſhew-he was 
reſolved to -honour them-with an-entire - Confidence, he 
paſſes that too, and/ with it not only all the future Com- 
forts of his Life, but his Life too, and that was the Bill 
for the Parliament: to ſit' daring their pleaſure : Such 


an 
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an Act of Kindnels, as one would, have.thought, ſhould 
have obliged them for ever..and ſhut the. door , againſt 
all Suſpicions.of him. Great and;Gpod man} hagſt thou 
had any jealouſfie of this People's Kindneſs, and, Nuty- to 
thee, thou wouldſt have ſuffered thy Hand; rather t0 
have withered off, than by ir to have ſigned a Bill where- 

by thou loſeſt almoſt all thy Power at one blow. 
| And now ſurely all Clouds are blown away, and, the 
Sky looks clear, and there isa mutual Harmony, and 
an undiſturbed Intercourſe betwixt him and his People, 
eſpecially conſidering that he is fo far from repenting of 
what he has done, that he is ſtill continuing to invite 
rhem, both by Speeches and Meſlages, to propoſe any 
thing to him that might make them both happy, (provi- 
ded they did not invade the Eſſentials of an Engliſh Mo- 
narch, and ſtrip him of every thing but the Name of a 
King ) with all manner of aſſurance, that he would com- 
ply with them ; as any man may ſatisfie himſelf, that 
converſes with the Hiſtory and TranſaQtions. of thoſe 

times, | 

But, alas, all theſe Condeſcentions would not do ; and 
tho' he, good man, flatter'd himſelf with an eaſie Belief, 
that he had done what was fitting for a gracious King 
to do,.in order to ſtill the voice of further. Complaints, 
yet for all that, when for neceſſary reaſons, he. took a 
Journey to Scotland, theſe men, whoſe Requeſts he had 
thus largely an{wered, in.his abſence: roiſhew their gra- 
titude for what was done before, appoint a Committee, 
who being pick'd and ehoſen men, drew.up ai.Remon- 
ſtrance, wherein they.made,the moſt bitter .,.Reſle&tions 
upon his former Government, and expoſed. him to, the 
cenſure and ill thoughts of his \lefs-difcerning Subje&s, 
| and which was ſovery unmannerly, as well as falle,. that 
when it came to be debated 'in the whole Houſe, aſter 
fitting up all night, and thereby wearying-many.of. the 
ancient 


(89) 

ancient Gentlemen, and being proteſted againſt by ma- 
ny learned and worthy Patriots in the Houſe, and car- 
ried only by eleven Votes, yet 1t was ordered to be 
printed, on purpoſe to enflame the Nation againſt him, 
Notwithſtanding which affront to his Perſon and Go- 
vernment, (after he had fairly anſwered it, and vindica- 
ted himfelf trom thoſe horrid Aſperſions wherewith they 
had loaded him, fairly proving, that the preſent Miſeries 
and future Dangers of the Nation lay at their door, and 
not at lis.) Ifay, notwithitanding this, he continues ſtil{ 
to ſollicite them, by Mcſlage after Meſſage, to offer any 
thing to him wherein the true Intereſt of the Kingdom 
was concerned, and he would be ready to gratifie them, 
by giving it the Royal Far. 

And when through Tumults and too-muct-counte- 
nanc'd Riots he withdrew from Whitehall, being under 
apprehenſion of Afronts deſign'd to be offered to his 
Perſon, if not ſomething worſe, yet he ceaſes not to 
call upon them, 'to conſider the Nations Good, and the 
ſettling it upon ſuch Foundations as neither the Monarch 
might invade the juſt Rights of the People, nor the 
People encroach upon the Rights of his Crown and Dig. 
nity : And ſo he tells them upon their preſenting their 
Petition at 7heobalds, and afterwards at New-market, in 
the ſame month, when after hearing their Declaration 
read, he expoſtulated in theſe words : What would you 
have» Hmave I violated your Laws 2 Have I denied to 
paſs any one Bill for the Eaſe and Security of my Subjetts 2 
God ſo deal with me and mine, as all my Thoughts and In- 
rentions are upright, for the maintenance of the true Prote- 
fant Profeſſion, and for the Obſervation and Preſervation 
of the Laws of this Land. Expreſſions ſurely that do not 
in the leaſt ſavour of that Tyranny and Oppreſlion 
with which, at this time, by many wicked perſons, .his 
Memory is charged. *Tis true, theſe Applications my 

the 
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the two Houſes, at this time, were for nothing leſs 


than the Militia ; but, Can any man accuſe him for a 


Tyrant, becauſe he would not part with that which 
his Anceſtors alwaies enjoy'd, and without which a 
King is indeed but the thadow of a King ; eſpecially 
not to part with 1t at that time, when ſo little a Re- 
gard had been paid to his Perſon, nay, ſo many Indig- 
nities had not only been promoted but encouraged too 
by thoſe very men, whom nothing now could tatisfie, 
but the whole Power of the Sword ? 

Well, the King continuing ſtedfaſt to his Reſolutions, 
and deaf to all their Importunittes, telling them, he 
would not part . with his Militia for an hour ; which 
any wife man, that conſidered the preſent poſture of 
Afﬀairs, would judge he had great reaſon to do, the 
Parliament falls into great Paſſions and Reſentments, and 
reſolve to be as ſtiff on the other ſide, and not to abate 
him an Ace of their Demands ; and ſo intent are they 
upon this very thing, that though the King fent to them 
ro digeſt into one body all the Grievances of the King- 
dom, and to fend them to him, promiſing his favoura- 
ble Aſſent to thoſe Means which ſhould be found moſt 
effe&tual for Redreſs, wherein, as he ſays, he would not 
only equal, but exceed the moſt Induſgent Prince ; 
(words which do not uſe to drop from the Mouth of 
a Tyrant, as he is falſly called by ſome at this day.) 
Yet all this was nothing, the Militia they muſt have, 
or the Nation is undone, and rather than fail, they will 
take it into their Hands by force : And fo they did, 
after they had ſent the King a downright Meſlage, That 
if his Majeſty did not agree with the two Houſes, to 
ſettle the Militia, that then, for his and the Kingdoms 
ſafety, they ſhall be conſtrained of themſelves, without 
His Majeſty, to ſettle the neceſſary buſineſs of the Mi- 
litia, And they were as gc 0d as their words ; ſeize it 


they 
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they did, in ſpight of all the King could fay or proclaim 
to the contrary. 

But, before the War actually broke out, the King 
was gone to Tork, and made it the place of his Royal 
Reſidence, hoping thereby to cool the Heats that were 
at Londoy, and in ſome little time to be invited thither, 
to live with more Honour and Safety than he did be- 
fore. Now, while the King ſtaid at Tork, what Prote- 
ſtations he made to the Gentlemen and Citizens of that 
that County and City, what Aſſurances he gave them 
of his Reſolutions to govern by Law, and no otherwiſe, 
and of his protedting and countenancing the Proteſtant 
Religion, may be eaſily known by any man, who will 
but look over the faithful H:ſtorians of thoſe Times. 

The fame Aſſurances he gave to the Inhabitants of 
Lincoln-ſhire and Leiceſter-ſhire ; and when he was for- 
ced to raiſe an Army, which was after the Parliament 
had voted the Neceſſity of a War with him, and after 
they had ſeized his Militia as far as they could ; why, 
' oO let the World then ſee what he aimed at, he does 
aſſure the Gentlemen, whoſe Loyalty engaged them 
early on his ſide, Sepr. 19. 42, and does promiſe them 
in the preſence of Almighty God, and as he hopes for 
his Bleſſing and Prote&tion, that he would, to the utmoſt 
of his Power, defend and maintain the true Proteſtant 
Religion eſtabliſh'd in the Ciurch of England, and, by 
the Grace of God, in the ſame he would jive and dye. 
The Truth is, to repeat all that he faid of this nature, 
in ſeveral Counties, and to ſeveral Parties, would be end- 
leſs, and not at all ſuit with my deſigned Brevity. 

And now we come to another Scene of Action, and, 
God knows, a very melancholly one : For, tarough the 
High and Imperious Demands of the Parliament, to 
which the King could no ways, without fſtzipping him- 
ſelf of every thing but the Name of a X#7»g, the Sword, 

| the 
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the Unhappy Sword is drawn, and the poor Kingdom 
inſtead of being an Iſland of Peace and Plenty, is made 
a Field of Blood, and the Father appears againſt the Son, 
and the Son againſt the Father ; our Plough-ſhares are 
turned into Spears, and our Pruning-hooks into Inſtru- 
ments «.f Hoſtility : And methinks ir ſhould grieve both 
King and Parliament, the one to ſee and hear of the 
Detiruction of his own Children, as I may juſtly call 
them, and the other to hear ſo frequent Tidings, not 
only of the loſs of their Fellow-SubjeCtts Lives, bur alſo 
of the ruine of their Lands and Houſes, Do not they 
both {ſtrive which ſhoukl moſt court each other to 
Peace 2 And do not they abate of their former De- 
mands, as well as ſtiff Adherencies 2 Methinks the 
Cries and Lofles of the poor innocent Inhabitants of 
the Kingdom ſhould pierce their Ears, and melt their 
Hearts, anJ make them forget all their former Paſl- 
ons and Reſentments. Why truly, to give the two Hou- 
ſes their due, they did at this time ſend Propoſals, as it 
they had been truly affeted with the Nations Miferies ; 
but, in the mean time,(I am ſorry Ican fay no otherwite) 
they were ſuch Propoſals as they could,upon all reaſonable 
and fairConſiderations andDebates with themſelves,expect 
no good Succeſs of, becauſe they could not but know be- 
tore-hand they would be denied, infomuch,as the King had 
rold them again and again,where he would ſtop,and how 
far he would go, eſpecially as to Charch-Afﬀairs. No- 
thing leſs in theſe Propoſals would fatisfie them, than the 
aboliſhing, by Act of Parhiament, the whole Hierarchy, 
to which he was {worn by lis Coronation-Oath, ſettling 
the Militia as they piealed themſelves, the King's dil- 
banding his Army (made up of the beſt Nobiluty and 
Gentry of the Kingdom) and withal, which was a grea- 
ter A{front to Majeity than could be ſuppoſed to them, 


in coming to demand the five Members : He muſt be 
C 2 obli- 
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obliged as it were, -and in efte&, to beg thoſe Members 
Pardon for wronging them, with what he thought and 
could by good Evidence prove Matter of Truth ; Which 
certainly was but to ſeem to deſire Peace, and at the 
ſame time to refolve to continue the War. 

But now the ncxt thing to be conſidered is, after 
theſe Propofals, how the King manages himſelf, and 
what ſteps he makes towards a Peace ; and truly, I 
think, according to my poor Judgment, he now acts 
according to what he alwaies pretended and folemnly 
avowed, to Wit, as a true Father of his Country ; tor he 
propoſes, That his Revenue, Magazines, Towns, Ships, 
and Forts, may be reſtored to him ; that what hath 
been done contrary to Law and his Right, may be re- 
called ; and that he will conſent ro the execution of all 
Laws concerning Popery or Retormation : Nay, he fur- 
ther tells them, That he had given up all the Faculties 
of his Soul to an earneſt endeavonr of a Peace and Re- 
conciliation with his Subjects. So that to me hitherto 
the Fault lies not at His Majeſty's door, fay the Enemies 
to his Memory what they plcaſe ; for, let them but abate 
of the rigour of their Demands, and not ask him things 
wholly inconſiſtent with his Honour and Conſcience, 
with his Crown and Dignity, and the iſſue of Blood is 
ſtopped preſently, and the Nation reſtored to its former 
ſtate of Peace; for ſtill he ſtands ready, and proflers 
2p4in and again, to ſign any Bill that, in his own, and 
the Judgment of many Wiſe and Good men abour him, 
who were true lovers of their Countrys Literttes and 
Propertics, was neceſſary tcr making the Nation more 
happy 1n its Privileges than it had been in all Ages be- 
fore. And truly, it ſo, I fee no Caute for centinuing a 
Deſtructive War in the Bowels of the Kingdom, nor for 
ſtanding upon their Points at that rigid rate they did, 
eſpecially when ſo many of their Brethren and fellow- 

Members 
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Members of both Houſes, upon great difſatisſaftion at 
their Proceedings had left rheir ſtation, and took in, out 
of Principles of Loyalty and Duty. with their Maſter's 
Cauſe, venturing both their Lives, Families, and Eſtates 
upon it, which no man can believe wife men would have 
done, if they had not ſeen great Reafon to queſtion the 
Integrity of the prevailing part of the Parliament : So 
that hitherto there appears no juſt Reaſon for thoſe many 
ſcandalous Reflections, that in Coffee-houſtes and other 
places of publick Intercourſe or private Communication, 
are made upon this great and excellent man. And thus 
ended rhe year 42, all tae King's Propoſals and Cande- 
ſcentions being negle&ed and ſhighted. 

The year 43. begins with a Treaty for Peace, at Ox- 
ford, Commiſſioners for the Parliament being, the Lord 
Northumberland, the Lord Wenmain, Mr. Peirepoint, 
Mr. Hollis, &c. who were civilly treated, both 'by .the 
King himſelf and many of his great. Officers ; which 
Treaty was managed not by Commiſſioners on the 
King's fide, but by himſelf. 

And truly, he that reads 1t over, muſt :needs confeſs, 
that His Majeſty deſerved the Commendation Mr.##/hiz- 
lock, who was one of them, in his Memorzals gives of him, 
to wit, That in this Treaty the King manifeſted his great 
Parts and Ability, ſtrengch of Reaſon, and quickneis : of 
Apprehenfion, with much patience in hearing what .was 
obj.Rted againſt hun, wherein he allowed all Freedom, 
and would himieit ſum up rhe Arguments, and give a 
moſt clear Judgment upon them, This 3s Mr. Whit- 
lock's Charater, And, to let all the World fee tis rea- 
dinels to do every thing which; might reaſonably anſwer 
the King loms Expettation, and make it happy, he tells 
theſe Committtoners, That he hath nor denied any one 
thing, propoſed to him by both Houſes, which in Juſtice 
could be required of him, or in reaſon expeted + And 

the 
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the Truth of it is, had not their Demands been ſo very 
high in this, as well as in other Treaties, (which, a man 
muſt think, were made on purpoſe, by the prevalence 
of a deſigning ſelf-intereſted Party, to continue the War) 
I am certain Peace had enſued upon this Treaty ; for, the 
King ſtill, like a render Father, groaned under the Op- 
pretiions of his Children, and therefore offered every 
rhing wherein his Honour ana Conlctence were not con- 
cerned, in order to put an end to that defolating War : 
And theretore, that this Treaty had no bettcr eficet, 
was not the King's faulr, but of thoſe that bound up 
their Commiſſioners to ſuch narrow limits, that His 
Majeſty, without doing Injuſtice ro rhe Effentials of Re- 
gality, could not comply with the Propoſals that were 
offered : And this he complains of himſelf, That they 
bound up their Committee in that manner, as to Time 
and Power, as might wholly render it ineftc&ual. 

*'Tis true, after tne Commiſſioners returned home, the 
Lords and Commons put out a Declaration upon the 
Proceedings of this Treaty, which I ſhall no ways re- 
flet upon, but only tell the World, the King preſently 
put out an Anſwer toit, which whoſoever will be plea- 
ſed to read, will find His Majeſty the fame perſon ſtill, a 
man of true Honour and Conſcience, and ready to ferve 
all the Needs and Conveniencies of his Country, and 
no ways deſerving thoſe Reflections which were made 
by his Subjects at that time, to render him cdtous to his 
People ; and I do defire the preſent Majigners of this 
Great Perſon to read over his Declaration, in an{wer to 
the Parliaments, and then tell me whether he deſigned 
any Tyrannical and Arbitrary Power, and was guilty of 
rhe Stubborneſs that he is falſly accuſed of by Deſigners 
againſt Monarchy at this time : tr, hearing nothing tor 
a Month together, by way of Mcſiage, atter he had par- 
ted with the Commiſſioners, he, Gocd man, in order 
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to a Compliance, ſends another Meſſage to them, and 
in it requires, as they will anſwer to God, to him, and 
all the World, that they will not longer ſuffer their 
fc llow-SubjeAs to welter in each others Blood ; thatthey 
will remember by whoſe Authority, and to what end 
they met in that Council, and ſend fuch an Anſwer ro 
His Majeſty, as may open a Door, to let ina firm Peace + 
and Security to the whole Kingdom. And after this, 
that, if poſſible, a ſop might be pur to this Bloodſhed 
in the Bowels of his Kingdom, he ſends another Meſlage 
for another Treaty, w herein he promiſes them, after he 
had expreſſed a becoming Pity for the Miſeries of the 
Nation, that no Endeavours or Concurrence of his ſhall 
be wanting; and that he might give infallible Proof, that 
thoſe Deſires of his were not feigned and pretended, bur 
real and hearty, after his defeat of Waller at Croptedy- 
Bridge, he even then, by a Meſlage, courts the Lords 
and Commons to a Peace, and tells them in theſe words ; 
That from an earneſt and conſtant endeavouring of 
Peace, as no difcouragement given him on the contrary 
Party ſhall make him ceaſe, ſo no Succeſs on his ſhall 
ever divert him, Words ſpoke like a man of true 
Bowels and AfﬀeCtion to his People. And after this, from 
Traveftock, when he had defeated the Earl of Eſſex in 
Cornwal, and made lo advantagious a Conqueſt, y<t ſo 
far is he from being puffed up with that Succeſs, fo far 
from ſhewing any inclination to enlarge his Power, above 
what was for his Subje&ts good, that he even then, in 
the midit of his Laurcls and Triumphs, ſends to the two 
Houles, and tells them, It having pleaſed God in fo emi- 
nent a manner to bleſs his Arms in thoſe parts with Suc- 
ceſs, yer he did not ſo much joy 1n the Bleſſing for any 
other Conſideration, as {or the hopes he had, that it might 
be a means to make others lay to Heart, as he did, the 
Miferies brought and continued upon the Kingdom by 

this 
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this unnatural War, and that it may open their Ears, 
and diſpoſe their Minds to embrace Offers of Peace and 
Reconciltation. Which Meſlage, aiter fo great a Succeſs, 
certainly argued not the Spirit of a Tyrant, as our pre- 
ſent Common-wealths-men call h:m, bur the Compaſſion 
of a tender Father, whole Bowels yearned for the Miſe- 
' ries his Kingdom Jaboured under, efpecially if we add 
what he a little after ſaid in a publick Proclamation, 
where, after he had complained of receiving no Anſwer 
to the two former importunate Meſſages, he.tells the 
World he defired a Treaty for Peace, in which he does 
aſſure all his People, upon his Royal Word, and the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, which was the greateſt Security he could 
give them, that he would inſiſt only upon the Settlin 
and Continuation of the true Reformed Proteſtant Relt- 
gion, his own undoubted Rights, the Privileges of Par- 
nog and his Subjects Liberties and Properties, accor- 
ding to the known Laws of the Land. And what be- 
ſides this was truly neceſſary for the Peoples Happineſs 
truly T cannot divine. 

And thus far things went, and theſe Condeſcentions 
the King made, when his Afﬀairs were very proſperous, 
and the Scale ſeemed to be turned on his fide, which, I 
think, was an Argument of Sincerity on bis ſide; and will 
take oft all Objections made againſt his future Offerings 
for Peace ; as 1t bare Neceſlity drove him, when Succeſs 
fell upon the Parliaments Forces. 

The two Houſes therefore, at this melancholly jun- 
cure, apprehending themſelves in darger, and fearing 
a ſevere account hereafter, wanting, as they thought, 
Forces in Exg/and to ſtemm the Tide, which was coming 
in fo furioufly upon them ; they therefore ſend Com» 
miſſioners into Scotland, to invite the Subjects of that 
Nation to come 1n to their aſliltance, and rather than 


fail, notwithſtanding all their Proteſtations and Votes 
for 


We, 
formerly not to alter the Efſentials cf the Church-Ge- 
verninent, they conſent to take the Scotch-Covenant, 
whereby they ſwore to dillolve the Frame of the 
Ciurch, as it had Leen by Law eltablithed ever tince th: 
firſt excellznt Retormation, notwithſtanding taey Shea 
it was not in their Power, according to the known Laws 
of the Kingdom, without rhe King's Con'ent : And take 
it they did, and by that means procurcd Twenty thou- 
fand of their Brethren, as they called them, to invace 
England, againlt the King's Proclamation to the contrary, 
by vertue of which AR, I mean taking the Covenanc, 
they ſhut up all the Doors againſt Peace ; tor, they knew 
at the ſame time the King was refolved, and had often ſo 
declared againſt altering the Government by Biſhops, as 
a thing whici was directiy contrary to the ſatisfaction of 
his Conſcience, and which he could no more recede from 
than from his Liſe it ſelf, And therefore, from this, I 
cannot but perſwade my ſelf, they were reſolved to con- 
tinue the War, and engrols all into their own hands, let 
what would become of the King, or thoſe Noble Perſons 
that took 1n with and adher'd ro his Juſt and Righteous 
Caule. | ; 
But yct, that they might pacific the Minds of a great 
number of the Nation, who groaned under the Mileries of 
the War, and began to ſee too much cf a private Spirit 
under publick Pretences ; they afterwards, in ſome pre- 
ceis of time, conſent to a Treaty, and Zxbradge was the 
Place p! itched upon ſor it, to which place the King agreed, 
and accordingly ſent Commillioners, men of f Honour and 
Honeſty, men of Fortunes and Efatcs, men ot prcat Parts 
and Endowments, who underſtood the buſineſs r they went 
about, and were "_ tond of healing the Nations Brea- 
hes, and pu: ting things into ſuch a p Sfture as might ſct- 
tle the King upon his juſt Rights, and: the Pcople vpon 
their ancient Privileges, together With the addition of 
'D, mre 
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more ſuch as were neceſſary for that Time and Seaſon, 
And with what Temper they managed the whole Con- 
ference, what Offers 1n the King's Name and by his Ay- 
thority they made, ſuch as our Anceſtors never enjoyed, 
nor incecd ever thought neceſſary to ask, let any man 
jadge of, by reading the Conference it (elf. 

It would {well this Book into too great a bulk, to run 
through the whole ; and I ſhall theretore give the Rea- 
der a taſte, by waich he may gueſs at all rhe reſt. 


r. As to Church-Afairs, they oftered, That Freedom 
be left to all perſons, of what Opinion ſogver, in Matters 
of Ceremony ; and that all the Penalties of the Law and 
Cuſtom which enjoin theſe Ceremanzes, be ſuſpended. 

2. That the Biſhops ſhall exerciſe no Act of Furiſdition 
or Ordination, without. the. Conſent aud Caunſel of the Preſ- 
byters, who, ſhall. be choſen by the Clergy of each Dioceſs, out 
of the graveſt and moſt learned of the Dioceſs. 


3. That the Biſhop keep his conſtant Refidence in his Dio- 
ceſs, except, when he ſhall be required by His Majeſty to at- 
zend. him, on, any, occaſiqn, ; and that if he be not hindered. by 
the Infirmities of Old- Age, or SicknefS, he preach every 
Sunday 2» ſome Church. within his Dioceſs. 

- That the Ordination of Miniſters [hal{ be alwates in a- 
publick and folenm manner, and firift Rules obſerved concer- 
ning the. Sufficiency aud. other Qualifications of thoſe men 
who ſhall be. received into Holy Orders ; aud. the Biſhop 
fhall. net. receive. any into Holy Orders, without the Appro» 
&ation and. Conſent of the, Presbyters, or the major part-of 
them. 

5, That, competent Maintenance and. Proviftens. be eſtas 
Eiſhed by Af of Parliament, to ſuch Vicarages as belong 
ro Biſbops, Deans, and Chapters, out of- the Impropriatir 
ens of the ſeveral, Pariſhes. 


6. That 
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6. That no man, for the time to come, ſhall Je capable of 
two Parſonages or Vicarages, with Cure of Souls ; and like” 
wiſe, that one or more Atts of Parliament be paſſed for 
regulating Viſitations, and againſt immoderate Fees in Ec: 
cleſtaſtical Conrts. 


And that they might be wanting in nothing, if any 
thing could fatisfie, they declare in the cloſe, That f 
their Lordſhips ſhall infiſt upoh any other thing which they 
ſhall think neceſſary for Reformation, they were very willing 
t6 apply themſelves to the conſideration thereof. EN 

And now let me ask any man, whether thefe men ated 
like the Tools and Inſtruments of a Tyrant, of one wlio 
was reſolved to ſet up his own Will in oppoſition'to the 
Natiohis Good or Contentment? But yet all this was 
nothing, the ſtate of things is changed trom what it was 
when they made their Proteſtation ; now no Peace, no 
Recoticiliation without the King's takitig the Covenant, 
and thereby perjuring himſelf, and fgning an Aﬀ for 
others to be perjur'd as well as himſelf, or elſe wholly 
to be laid afide, as ufeleſs and unprofitable Members 
of the Body-Politick, and to be wholly uncapible of any 
Ptace of Truſt or Profit either in" Church or State. And 
here I now appeal to all impartial and unprejudic'd Rea- 
ders, who were infault, and who ſtood betwixt the King- 
dom and a Compleat Happineſs, and what reaſon there 
was to continue ſuch a bloody and unnatural War, when 
a Peace was oftered,, and might have keen concluded 
upon ſuch fair and-agreeable Terms as theſe were: Ard 
they therefore that at this time cenſure and reproach 
the Memory of King Charles the'Firſt, muſt be men ci- 
ther of Reſolved Prejuvices, or elſe of Profound and Stu- 
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as to Church-Aſtairs, when King Chartes the Second was 
reſtored, am ſure thofe men who at this Treaty {cornfully 
refuſed theſe. Oflers, would have thought themſelves hap- 
py in the enjoyment of them, and have bleſſed God for 
tuch healing Abatements and Condelcenſions ; but God's 
FTuſtice reckoned with many of theſe men in 62, for 
their Cruelty to the Epiicopal Clergy in 43. 

The other great thing that came under debate at that 
time, was the Militia, and what Mcoderation the King's 
Commillioners ſhewed, and what fair Oilers they made, 
let any man read the Conference, and then judge. In 
ſhort, they conſented, That the Militia, for three years, 
ſhould be in the Han3s of Twenty Commiſſioners, the 
one halt by the ro Houlcs, which certainly confide- 
ring the King's Right to it, and his Anceſtors having al- 
wates enjoyed the whole Power of diſpoling of it, was 
x very great Condeſcenſion onthe King's part : But,alas ! 
it was notling ; the Inſtructions .on the other ſide were 
30 have all or none, and here they broke ; and certain- - 
iy, any Prince, or any Noble Perſon deputed by him, 
as theſe were, would have broke with any Enemy, ras - 
ther than to have ſubmitted to ſuch ſlaviſh terms as. 
theſe were : For, as the Commillioners told thoſe that: 
appeared. in the Parliaments behalt, that upon theſe 
Terms His Majeſty, for himſelf and his Poſterity too, 
would have partcd with their peculiar Regal Power of 
being able to reſiſt their Enemies, or protect their good 
Subjets, and with the undoubted and :never-denyed 
Right of the Crown, to make War and Peace. | 

He that reads over the whole Conference, will find, 
it was managed on the King's Commilltoners ſide, in all 
other taings with the ſame Spirit, and the ſame great 
Abatements of the Royal Powers ; fo that it there 
ad been any real Inclination to Peace on the other ſide, 
a Bleed and Happy Peace would have enſucd, and the 

{uture 


(21 ) 

fature Miſeries and Deſolations of the War had been: pre- 
vented ; but God did not ſce it good, neither, was the 
Nation worthy of ſuch a Bletling at that time, her Sins 
cried aloud for further Vengeance, and ſhe had it in very 
great proportions.. 20 RF 
Well, after this, by the aſliſtance of the Scots, and the 
new-modelling of tae. Army, the Parliaments Arms 
proſper at a great rate, and the King's' Aﬀairs conſequent- 
ly went backward : But. towever, His Majeſty, upon 
all promiſing Opportunitics,, or at leall, to gratifie the 
Tenderneſs ot his Bowels towards, a diſtracted and j op- 
preſſed: People, left not off;:to ſhew- his Zeal :for- Peace) 
that his poor. Subjects might not. live in thoſe, contipua® 
Fears and Dangers they were in ; and theretore he ſends: 
from Oxford, and telis them how deeply-ſenſfibly he; 
was of the Continuation oi this bloody and ynnaturaH 
War, and that he cannot think himſelf diſcharged oi the; 
Duty he, owes to God, or the AﬀeQion and; ,Regard' he 
hath to the Preſervation of his People, without-the'cpn-- 
ſtant application of his earneſt Endeavours, to fiad-ſome- 
Expedient for the ſpeedy ending, of, theſe nahgppy Dis: 
ſtra&ions. Which Meſſage, when negleAgg. and not an-! 
ſwered, His Majeſty, Good mag; 'ten days; attsr, fends- 
another to them, extreamly wondering that they; after; 
ſo many Expreſiions on their. part, of a dcep,and} ſeems: 
ing ſence of the Myſeries of the Aﬀlifted Kingdom, and 
the Dangers incident; to his.. Perſon, ,during the .conti-+ 
nuance of this unnatural. War, ſhould .deiay a ſake Gone> 
duct to the perſons mentioned in the laſk;Meflage, who: 
were to treat of Peace, And again, this Mcſſage being. 
ſighted, within a. few. days. after, he follozys cthenrwith - 
another, and tells them, , Notwithſtanding-the. firange: 
and unexpeted Delays. ( which cam be .Prgdented 1by 
no former Times) to his. former Meſſage, pgliercture he 
will lay aſide all Ezpoltulations, as rather ſerving. to: 
loſe. 
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joſe time, than to contribute any Remedy to the Evils, 
which for the preſent do aftli& this diftrafted King- 
dom : And rherefore- he offers to put things into ſach 
2 poſture, as certainly, if they had deſigned an End of 
the Nations Confuſions, would have terminated in an 
happy and fettled Peace : But this taking no effeR, he 
preſently, in # few days, fends another Meſſage, with 
fach folemn and religious Profeflions of his Deſire for 
compoſiog-the prefent Differences betwixt them, that 
truly, he that reads them, muſt upon neceſſity (un- 
leſs he be all Will and: Prejudice) conclade, that this 
Great King 15 very wrongſully blamed, and barbarou- 
fly afed, when he is called by fuch Names as very 
many of this Nation, out of great Good-manners, and 
.alfo profound Reſpe& to his Royal Grandchildren now 
happily in -the Throne, think" good to abuſe him 

withal. | 
Now, after all this, the very' month following, tlio 
he tells them, he needs 'make no_ Excufe, if he” ſends 
0- more. Meſſzges to: them, becauſe he knew very 
well, he ovght' not to db it, if he ſtood upon Puni- 
Tto's of | Fonoar-; yet nothmg being equally dear'to him, 
to-the prefervation of his People, His Majeſty paſſes by 
many Scrupltes, Delays, and Negtetts, and once* more 
defires them to: give him a ſpeedy Anfwer to his laſt 
Meflage, for His Majeſty believes it' doth very well 
become him, after this very long Detay on their fide, 
at haft to utter his Impatience, fince that the Good" and 
Blood: of his SabjeAs: cry ſo much for Peace: Which 
words, how much they look like the words of a Tyrant 
or -a'Villain, as he is commonly calied by our prefent 
prxtending/:Patriots, Tleave any man” to:jadge. 
And, ir-ttte month following; in another Meſſage he 
ſzys thus. Notwithſtanding the unexpe&ted' Silerice, in- 
ſtead: of Anſwers,to His Majeſty's many and a —an 
. . ages 


C 23) 
{ages to both Houſes, whereby it may appear, that they- 
deſire to attain thetr -Ends rather by Force than Treaty, 
which may juſtly diſcqurage His Majeſty from any moro 
Overtures of that kind, yet His Majeſty conceives hc 
ſhall be much wanting to his Duty to God,. and in 
what he owes to the Safety of his People, . if he ſhould 
not intend to prevent the Inconveniencies that may. 
any ways hinder a falg and well-grounded Peace. Which 
words certainly are not. the words of a Tyrant. | 
Well, aſter thefe Meſſages from Oxford, His Majeſty; . 
for Reaſons beſt known to. himfels, leaving Oxford in 
a diſguiſe, and.commitying himfclt xo the Scorch Army 
then by Newark ; pray let us ſee what he does when 
in his Enemies Hands : Why; Good man, {till he breathes 
nothing but Peace, as you may {ce by the following ac- 
count ; for, from Sowhwell he writes to the two Hou- 
ſes, and; tells them, That he withdrew from Oxford on-- 
ly to ſecure his, own Perſon, and with- no intention to - 
continue the War any longer, nor ta make any Diviſi- 
on between, his two Kingdoms, but to give ſuch Con- 
tentment to them both, as, by the. Bleſſing af God, he 
might fee, ag happy and well-grounded. Peace ,, thereby 
to bring Proſperity to theſe Kingdoms anlwerable; to, the 
beſt time of his Progenitors, : Aad,, that he. might fGtis- 
fie them, he. was, in good-earneſt, ang: deſigned na Tricks, 
by way of Poſtſcript he- tells them, That being. de- 
frous, to, ſhun the further. Effyuſion of, Blagd, and, to 
evidenge his Real. Intentions to. Peace, he. is willing that 
his Forces-in and. about. Qxford be dishanded ,,, and the 
Fortifications of the City diſmantled, rhey, receiving Ha- 
nqurable. Conditions, which being granted. to the;Town 
and Forces, His Majeſty will give.the.like Order, to. the 
reſt of the-Garriſons. And, pray. let. the hanc{t, Reader 
jadge where. lay. the. fault. now, and wha. rid, the, Na- 
tion, and prolonged its, Miſeries, the King ,, ar. HG 
| whom: 
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whom our preſent , Pretenders . to the only Loyalcy 
4 th wg \Pretent. MSjefties, call - Zhe- 9/d Blades, The 
ve. Fellows, The jeble Defenders if their Laws and Couns 
try ; though - the fame time they trampled them a!l 
under their Feet, and (it up their own Wills in oppe- 
ſition even to Naga Charta it elf. And ſurely, hethar 
hath Fur half an Eye, may ſee'who were the Conti- 
'nvefs of the War; and 'for what reaſon, namely, 7» 
br oY the high places ef the Earth, to kill and take 
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And after this, the Great and Good man ſends a Let- 
ter to the City of Longon, in which he tells them; That 
nothing is more grievous to him, than the Troubles 
*and Diitra&ions ot his People ; and nothing on Earth is 
"more defired by him, than that in Religion and Peace, 
'with all the comfortable Fruits of both, they may hence- 
forth live under him in all Gedlinets and Honeſty + 
And this Ptofcfſion, fays hs to the City, we make for 
no other end, but that th ey may lmmediately know 
from himfelf, his In tegrity and full Reſolution” to com: 
ply with his Porjiameant in every thing for the ſettling 
of Truth and Peace; Words becoming the Exccllent 
and Religious Temper of this Great man. 

"After rhis, he ſends another Meſſage trom Newcaſtle, to 
the two Houles, in which, among many other things, 
he defires them, That the: Propoſitions of Peace ſo of- 
'ten- prowifed- and {o . muclrexpeed, may be ſpeedily 
fent to'hirp,”. that upon confidertion of them, he may 
apply himfelf to give ſuch fatisfaQtion as may be the foun- 
dation of a firm Peace. And, to convince every man who 
'would be convinc'd, that he was in all his Deſires for 
Peace the very ſame man, that i is, True, and in Earneſt, 
the fame day he writes this Letter to the Houtes, he 
fengds* another to the Governours. of his remaining Gar- 


rifons,” telling them, That having reſolved to comply 
WI 
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with the Deſires of bis Parliament, in every thing which 
might be for the Good of his - SubjeQs, ani leave no 
means uneflay'd for removing all Differences berwcen 
them ; therefore he had thought fit, the more ro ev.- 
dence the Reality of his Intentions of ſettling - »/' py 
and firm Peace, to require them, upon honouratb,. - vo, 
i Mt thoſe Towns, Forts, and Caſtles inoyiicc: £3 
Hh: 15 by him, and ta disband all the: Forces : under rhicir 
{everal Commands. And, pray what Tyranny 1s there 
in al: this? And, upon what account is this Great man 
{9 baſely. accuſed as he:ts ar this time. by Thouſands of 
this Nation 2. Certainly; when they read allthis, . rhey 
muſt needs fall foul upon themf{lves, for being guilty of 
ſo much Unworthineſs and Diſhoneſty, to the Memory 

of fo great and gaod a man as he was. {© 41/5 
Bur now fome may ſay, You talk altar the King here, 
Pray . what. ſaid. the two Houſes to all theſe: Meyfages E 
Were they wholly deaf to his Offers 2'.:Did :they:-1born 
any Anſwer to his Propoſals 2 No, no. ;-that they: miglir 
ſcem to be tor Peace, they ſent Propoſitions to the King 
at Newcaſtle, but, I muſt tell the Reader, they were ſuch 
as would make any man, that. withes well 'to his+Native 
Kingdom, ſick to read them; ſuch Deniands, as no \mari 
that had any ſenſe of Honour could poſlibly. grant.. For 
firſt, he muſt juſtifie by an AC of State all rhat they had 
unjuſtly done to him ; he muſt be obliged to rake 'the 
Covenant, and ſign an At for others to do fo .too ; he 
muſt part with-the Power'of the Sword, and. indeed; 
be thereby. but a meer Cypher in the:Kingdom; aad that 
which muſt needs grate upon a generous and noble Spji- 
rit, ſuch as his was, he muſt paſs an. At to except from 
Pardon, and to Jay at theſe mens mercileſs Feet the beft 
and-trueſt Friencs he had in his Kingdom, ſuch as from 
Principles of Honour and Duty had venturcd both their 
Lives and their great Eſtates im is Servics, And, Good 
E man, 


( 26) 
man, becauſe he would not ſign all theſe, together with 
many other unreaſonable things, he muſt forſooth be cal- 
led then, and now alſo, a Tyrant. 

It would be too tedious to entertain the Reader with 
what His Majeſty made by way of Anſwer to theſe Pro- 
poſitions, and beſides, ſwell this Paper beyond its deſign- 
ed bulk, therefore I do referr the Reader to the Royal 
Papers themſelves, only thus much I muſt tell the World ; 
That His Majeſty thought nothing, at this time, would 
ſo ſoon conduce to a Peace as a Perſonal Treaty, which 
therefore he preſſed hard for, not doubting bur by that 
means they might come on both ſides to a true under- 
ſtanding of one another ; and therefore, that he might 
not fail of having this Requeſt granted him, he ends his 
Letter to them with theſe words. To conclude, 'tis your 
King who defires to be heard (the which if refuſed by a 
King to'a. Subjeft, he would be thought a Tyrant for it) and 
for that end which all Men profeſs to defire ; wherefore His 
Majeſty conjures you,-as you defire to ſhew your ſelves _ 
what you profeſs, even as you are good Chriſtians and Sub- 
jets, that you will accept this his Offer, which he is confi- 
dent: God will ſo bleſs, that it will be the readieſt means by 
which theſe Kingdoms 'again may become a Comfort to their 
Friends, and a Terrour to therr Enemies. Which words 
are not the words of a Monſter or a Man of Blood, as 
ſome vile men are now ready to call him, (the greater 
is their ſhame) but the words of a truly-compatſlionate 
Father of his Country, whoſe Heart bled: for the Wounds 
of his Children and the Miſerics of the Nation. 

After all this, the Scots, notwithſtanding all their Pro- 
miſes and Obligations, ſell him to the Ezg/iſh Parliament, 
and His Majeſty is put into the Hands of Commiſſioners 
2ppointed to keep and watch his Perſon, and brought by 
them to Z7oldenby-Houſe in Northamptonſhire, where his 
Converſation was ſo agreeable and ſweet, his daily — 

courſes 
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courſes fo ſtrong and convincing, that he cbanged the 
Opinion of many that were about him;. fo that they be- 
came' conſtant Admirers of his Virtues ever after, and 
great Bewailers of having had an Hand in bringing him 
into tlioſe Streights, out of which they could not now 
extricate him. 

Now, while he was here, let us ſce what further Of- 
fers he made for Peace. The firſt Mcilage ro both 
Houſes from this place, acquaints us with his bad Con- 
dition; that his Servants were denicd acceſs to him, un- 
lefs it were a very few, whom they appointed themlclves ; 
and that it was 2 declared Crime for any but the Com- 
miſſioners, or ſuch as were particularly permitted by 
them, to converſe with His Majeſty ; cr that any Letters 
ſhould be given tag or received from him (a condition 
no man, much leſs a Prince, could be proud of.) Yet he 
tells them, and therefore would not Rand upon. that, 
That he preferred a Right Underſtanding , betwixt him 
and his Parliaments of both Kingdoms, which migke 
make a firm and laſting Peace in all his Domintons, be- 
fore any Particular of his own, or any earthly Blefſiog ; 
And, to ſhew he was in earneſt, he then makes fuch 
Conceflions to them, as certainly would. have bcen ac-, 
cepted of by any fort of men, but ſuch as had not yer 
ſatisfied their own Avarice, Ambition, and other Luſts, 
and therefore were reſolved to perpetuate the DiſtraQi- 
ons of the Kingdom, in order to continue themſelves. in 
Places of Wealth and Power : For, he offered to ſettle 
their Church-Government for Three Years, and at the 
ſame time, the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter and 
the Diredory, provided His Majeſty and his Houſhold 
were not hindered from the Form of God's Service which 
they formerly had. Further, Ic offers another. Act for 
rhe better obſervation of the Lord's Day : He conſents, 
that the whole Power of the Militia, both by Sea and 

E 2 Land, 
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Land, for the fpace of Ten Years, be in the Hands of 
fuch Perſons as the two Houſes ſhould nominate, giving 
them a full Power, during the fa:d fpace, to change or 
elſe to continue the faid Pcrſons in their ſeveral Offices : 
Which when he had oftcred, he conjures his two Houſes 
of Parliament, as they are Engliſh-mer, and Lovers of 
Peace, by the Duty they owe to His Majeſiy their King, 
and by the Bowels ot Compaſiion they have to their 
tellow-SubjcQs, that they will accept of this His Maje- 
ity's Offer, wherciy the Joytul News of Peace may be 
reſtored to this Tanguifhing Kingdom. Which Offers 
had fo great an eftc& upon the Citizens ot London, (tho'. 
they had none at Weſtminſter) that they forthwith pe- 
tiftoned the Lord Mayor and Common-Council, and tel] 
them thereby, That taking into ſerious confideration, 
how Religion, His Majeſty's Honour and Safety, the Pri- 
vileges'of Parliament, and Liberty of the Subject, were 
at preſent greatly endahgered, and like to be deſtroyed ; 
and alfo ſadly weighing with themſelves what means 
might hkely prove molt effeQtual to procure a firm and 
lIafting Peace, without the further effuſion of Chriſtian 
Emngiiſh Brood, have tlieretore enter'd into a ſolemn En- 
gagement, and do humbly and earneſtly deſire, that the 
whole City may joyn together by all lawful and poſſible 
means, as one man, in hearty Endeavours for His Ma- 
jeſty's prefent coming up to his two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, with Honour, Safety, and Freedom, and that with-- 
out the nearer approaches of the Army, there to confirm 
ſuch.things as he hath granted in his laſt Meſlage, in an- 
ſwer to the Propoſitionsof both Kingdoms. 

- Which Petition, you muſt underſtand, was not preſen- 
ted by them called the Cavalier Party, but by ſuch as 
had ventured their Money and Plate for the Cauſe, and 
had taken the Covenant, and many of them expulcd their 
Perſons to fi;ht for that which they, throvgh miſtake, 

a ppre- 
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_ apprehended Religions and che Nations Cauſe, yet theſe 
men were ſo far from thinking His Majeſty ſuch a Bad 
man, as ſome deſigning men now report him to be, that 
they looked upon his Conceſſions, as every ways anſwe- 
ring that for which at firſt they took up Arms. 

Well, after this, the King, upon more than ordinary 
grounds to believe that his Perſon was in danger at F7am- 
pron-Court, (whither the Army, after they took him by 
force from FHoldenby, after many removes, had carried 
him) makes an eſcape from them by night, but withal, 
leaves a Paper behind him upon the Table, wherein he © 
gives an account with what patience he had endured 8 
redious reſtraint, which, ſo long as he had any hopes,that 
this ſort <f Suffering might conduce to the Peace of his 
Kingdom, or the hindrance of more effuſion of Blood, he 
d:d willingly undergo; but finding by too-certain Proofs, 
that this tus continued Patience would not only turn to 
his perſ5nal Ruine, but likewiſe be of much more Preju- 
dice than Furtherance to the Publick Good, he thought he 
was bound, as well by natural as political Obligations, to 
feek iis Satety, by retiring himſelf for ſome time trom the 
publick view both of Friends and Enemies. And aiter he 
had appealed co all indifferent men, to judge, whether he 
had not juſt cauſe to free himſelf from the hands of thoſe 
who changed their Principles with their Conditions, and 
who were not alhamed openly to intend the Deſtru@ion 
of the Nobility, and who had changed and put ſtrict 
Guards upon. him, with the diſcharging moſt of all thoſe 
Servants of his, whom formerly they willingly admitted 
to wait u>0n him : Aſter he had faid all this, with a great 
de 1 m:-.e :s the Reaſons of that Retirement, he concludes 
the P -- with theſe words : Ter me be but beard with 
Freedom, Hour, aud Safety, 'and TI ſhall inſtantly break 
throuzh this Cloud of Retirement, and ſhew my ſelf really to 
be Pater Patriz, And herc I cannot forbear again to ask, 
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What Tyranny 13 there in all this 2 and, With what Face 
is this Great man refleted upon ſo barbarouſ]y at this day, 
as he is by ſome menin all parts of the Kingdom (an un- 
heard-of thing, conſidering that thoſe that ſprung trom his 
Loins are in the Throne) 2 Certainly they either never 
read his Story ,or if they did, they are refolved againſt Con- 
viction, and [ep alive in their Breaſts ſuch Relentments, 
on purpole to aclp thern to ſerve another turn when op- 
poriunity (winch God forbid) ſhall offer of the ſaine nature, 
he next Mews, after this. we hear of His Majclty, is 
from the J/{e of Wight, under the Command cf Fammond 
the Governor, into whoſe hands he had committed himtelt: 
And, pray let us ſee how he carries himſelf there, and 
whether he did not make all Eſſays tor Peace, and the Set- 
tlement of the Nation upon a firm aid laſting bottom, that 
ſo King and People migit enjoy what belongs to thera 
both, without ſuture tear or danger. Yes, yes; we find 
him again at the ſame Work, labouuring with all his Might 
for Peace : For, tho' he lett ZZampton Court but the 1 17h. of 
Nov. 47, yet on the 172h, he ſends Propoſitions for Peace, 
wherein he grants again what he had done before ſo great- 
ly to the Contentment and SatisfaCtion of the Citizens of 
London ; but alas, it ſeems to be roo late now, for he had 
loft his Power, and the Faction refolved never to part with 
it again, they had taſted the ſweetneſs of Ulurpation, and . 
the reliſh would not caſily go out of their Mouths ; and 
therefore, as hc {ci} low in his Offers, ſo they roſe higher, 
and mad? bigger Demands, and to ſhew rhceir great De- 
fires of Peace, or indeed, which hath more Truth in it, of 
continuing themſelves in Places of Truſt and Honour, 
witch they thought they could not do without making the 
Breach betwixt the King and themſelves wider ard wider ; 
therefore the mure crafty and fubtile Party of the Houſe 
ct Commons (which were the Independent Party, who had 
£Ot at tiet time roo great a ſway both in the Houſe and 
Army) 
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Army) procure four Bills and Propoſitions to be ſent to the 
King to ſign, ready drawn up, together with the Heads of 
2 3 more, which whoſoever will be pleaſed to read, may 
eaſily judge of the Spirit that then reigned,and the wicked 
and deſtructive Deſigns then on foot : Bills,that they were 
aſſured beforehand, it the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations on the 
King's ſide could convince them, he would never paſs, and 
indeed, which upon bare Principles of Conſcience he could 
never paſs, without an utter overthrow of the Peace and 
SatisfaQtion of his Mind. And ſo cunning were they to 
make Demands at this time that might have no effect, 
that the Bills they ſent (which they could not but fore- 
ſee) the Scozs Commuilitoners proteſted againſt to the 
King, and therefore-they propoſed them fo high, that the 
King might deny them, and the War be thereby prolon- 
ed. 

The Anſwer His Majeſty makes to theſe four Bills, is 
great and admirable, to tranſcribe the whole would be too 
tedious ; in ſhort, he tells them, That he believes it clear 
to all Underſtandings, that theſe Bills contain (as they are 
now penned) not only the diveſting himſelf of all Sove- 
raignty, and that without a poſlibility of recovering it ei- 
ther to himſelf or Succeſlors, (except by repeal of thoſe 
Bills) but alſo the making his Conceſſions guilty of the 
greateſt Preſſures that can be laid upon the Subject, as 
in other particulars, fo, by giving an Arbitrary and Un- 
limitted Power to the two Houſes for ever, and after 
much more ſaid up5n that Subject, he concludes his An- 
ſwer thus: Tnat Hs Majeſty is very much at eaſe within 
himſelf. for having fulfilled the Offices both of a Chriſtian 
and a King, and will patiently wait the good Pleaſure of 
Almighty God, to incline the Hearts of his two Houſes to 
conlider their King, and to compaſſionate their fellow-Subjet's 
Miſeries. 
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Which Anſwer; and Refuſat of his'to fign theſe four 
Bills, fo caulcleſly enflam'd the then Lords and Com- 
mons, that, as if they were ſole Maſters in /ſrael, they 
vote, That they will make no further Addrefles or Ap. 
plications to che King, nor that any Addreſs be made ro 
bim by any other p-rfons, without the Leave of beth 
Houſes: Ard, to ſhew their Abſolute and Uncountroula- 
ble Power, they vote, That v ver ſhall make Breach 
of tins Order, ihall incurr 1: Pin ies of High Ticzfon., 
Nay, to pin the Basket up, tots vote, They will alfo re- 
ceive no more Meſlzg:s from ths. ning, and <njoyn aff 
perſons to receive and Ering nee from him. Here 1s 
your Loyalty indeed ! This is tc at&t as becomes humble 
and dutiiul SubjeRts with a wiincls; what pity it is, 
that theſe great F/eroes Statues are not fet up in cvery 
Corner of the Kingdom, with this Label at their Mouths, 
No more Addreſſes to our King, But, What ſays the 
Gocd man to all this 2 What Reſentments hath he up- 
on this great Honour done to him, thus to be as it were 
dethron'd, by thoſe who were under the Obligation of 
Oaths of Fidelity to him and his Poſterity > Good mag, 
he preſently makes a Declaration in Anſwer to theſe 
Votes, and kegins, 4m I thas laid afide, and muſt I net 
ſpeak for my ſelf 2 No, I will ſpeak, and that to all my 
People ; and fo goes on with Refle&ions upon his Con- 
dition, enovgh to melt the Hearts of any but thoſe who 
made thoſe hard-hearted Votes ; or thoſe of the 
ſame Principles. Now I am under a Neceſlity of 
of Brevity, or elſe I would tranſcribe the whole, where- 


by, I am ſure, I ſhould force Tears from ail render per- 


fons Eyes; I relerr therefore the Reacer to the Papers 
themſelves, only tell him he concludes it thus : Ur may 
be eaſily gathered, how theſe Men intend to govern who have 
{ed me thus : And if it be my Hard Fate to fall, together 
with the Liberty of this Kivadom, 1 jhali vat biuſh for my 
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_ ſelf, but much lament the future Miſeries of my Peop!s, 
the which I ſhall till pray God to avert, whatever becomes 
of me. 

After this, how theſe Votes were reczlicd, and a trefh 
Treaty agreed upon in the Je of Wight ; how the Frez- 
ty was managed z what Strength of Reaſon and Jud 
ment the King manifeſted, both in his Debares _ y 
Church as well as State- Affairs, any. man may faris60 
_ himſelf that reads the Accounts from Augu/? to Decens. 
ber, in the ycar 48, where he will find at laſt His Maje- 
ty, for Peace ſake, makes ſuch Conceſſions, that the 
- major part of the Houſe, after many hours debate, came 
to this Vote ; That His Majz{ty's Conceſſions to the Pro» 
poſitions of Parliament upon the Treaty, are ſufficient 
Grounds for ſettling the Peace of thc Kingdom, mn 
happy had it been tor the whole Nation, ii they had pal 
ſed ſuch a Vote ſome years before, upon what "the ng ; 
offered them, they had prevented the waſting of abu::- 
dance of Blood and Treaſure; but alas, their Eyes were 
in their Heads now too late, the Army was new too 
much poyſoned with Common-wealth and deſiru&ive 
Principles, and thereſore, notwithſtanding all their for- 
mer Aſſurances of Submiſſion and Faithfulnefs tothe Par- 
liament, they make bold to let them know, they have 
been under, the Juriſdiction of better Maſters, and have 
learned another Leſſon, and therefore, when the Houſe 
met again, they very fairly lay violent hands 'upon their 
Perſons, and forcibly pluck them from their Duty, and 
confine a great part of them, keeping them under a 
'ri& Guard, What follow'd after this, is known ro all 
| the World : The Great, the Good, the Wile, the Conde- 
 ſcending King, his Perſon is feiz'd by. order of the Army, 

he is brought up to Loudon, try'd aud condemn'd by a 


Mock-Court of Juſtice, againit ail Law, Juſtice, Honour, 
F Oaths 
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O:ths, and Promiſes ; -and, at laſt, bartarouſly murthe- 
red by his own Palace. | 

And thus dicd Charles the Firſt, the Glory of the Py- 
e117 Monarchs, the Mirror of Patience, the great Pattern 
v: Religion and Devotion, and whoſe Name among good 
and unprejudic'd men hath ever ſince bloſſom'd in the 
Duſt; ar.d may the Judgments that have followed the 
Nation fince, be the laſt upon the account of that horrid 
and unheard-of Murther. Amen, Amen. 


— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


READER, - | 
Have reſerved an Anſwer to ſome particular ObjeQi- 
ons, which are commonly made by this Great Man's 
Enemies againſt him, by way of Poſtſcript, having 
not had a fair occaſion to bring it into the Body of this 
little Book ; only before I make it, I muſt beg leave to 
tell thee what I -have obſerved'concerning the men that 
are now fo buſie in defaming and ſcandalizing this Great 
and Pious Prince, namely, That they are moſt of them 
*perſons that were not born when the Horrid Murther 
of the King was committed, and that have not read his 
Story at all, but are only put on by old Foxes, that loſt, 
by the Reſtauration of Charles the Second, what they 
never had a legal Right to, and therefore long to be 
 dabbling again in Crown and Church-Lands ; which in- 
"deed is the true Notion of thele mens Liberties and'Pro- 
perties of the Subject. 
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Firſt, They confiently ſay, That he was a Papi, -or 
at kafſt, Popiſhly inclined; and therefore, by way. of 
Scorn, nothing is more uſual, than to hear them ſaying, 
That the late King James was the beſt of the Three ; 
meaning King Charles the Firſt, and his two Sons that 
reigned after him. | 

Now, by way of Anſwer to this baſe and falſe Im- 
putation, I will not trouble thee, Reader, with any tedi- 
ous and long Defence, for they that hear this Scandal, af- 
ter they have looked into the Life and Converſation of 
this Great man, muſt both ſcorn and pity the Malice as 
well as Tgnorance of ſuch as lay fuch an Afperſion at his 
Door : And for an eternal confutation of it, T beg of thee 
to take good notice of this true Story. 

His Majeſty being to receive the Sacrament, in 1643, 
at Chrif-Church in Oxford, from the Hands of the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Ardmagh, riſing up from his Knees, and 
beckoning to the Archbiſhop ſaid, 

My Lord, 1 eſpy here many reſolved Proteſtants, who 
may delare to the World the Reſolution [ now make. 

I have, to the utmoſt of my power, prepared my Soul to 
Become a worthy Receiver ; and may T ſo receive Comfort by 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, as I do intend the Eſtabliſhment of 
the True-reformed Proteftant Religion, as it flood in its 
Beauty in the happy Days of Queen Elizabeth, without any 
Connivauce at Popery, 

I Bleſs God, that in the mid5? of theſe publick Diftra- 
ions, I have Fill liberty to communicate. And may thts 
Sacrament be my Damnation, if my Heart do not joyn with 
my Lips in this ProteFation. And he that will continue 
to ſcandalize this Great Perſon , after he has read this 
Story, upon tais account, is reſolved to be an incu» 
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Secondly, Another thivg they lay to his charge at this 
time, is, That he ſet on toot and encouraged .the rifh 
Rebellion, 

Arſ. They that talk at this rate, I am fure, have ne- 
ver read his Story ; or if they have, it has been with an 
1Qvincible and rclolved Prejudice. His frequeut and pub- 
lick Deteſtations of it, his groaning under the Miſzries 
and Murders of his poor Proteſtant Subjects there, his 
offering to go in Perfon to ſubdue the Rebels, are ſufft- 
cient Vindications of him, againſt this vile Defamation, 
and will ever be received as fuch amongſt good men. 

| Bur, to ſtrike this Objection dead, over and above 
all thoie Defenccs the King made for himſelf, and the 
Scorn and Defiance he gave to the pretended Broad Seal 
ro eountenance the Rebellion, which is Forgery all over, 
give me leave to lay before the Reader theſe two 
things. 

Thc Lord Macguire, a great and bloody Rebel, being 
taken Priſoner, and conveyed to London, and there try- 
ed for his Liſe at the X7zg's-Bench-Bar, tor High Trea- 
ſon, where being found guilty, he had Sentence pro- 
nounc'd agaiaſt him, as a Traytor, which Sentence was 
particularly executed in the preſence of the Sherift and, 
it's bcliev'd, of Fifteen thouſand Spectators. 

Now, when he came to Execution, the Sherift abjur'd 
him by the ereadful Tribunal of God, before whicl 
thortly he was to appear, and for the clearing and caſing 
of his Conſcience, that he would then ingenuouſly con- 
teſs whom he knew guilty of the ſame Crime, namely, 
the 7riſh Rebellion; upon which the Criminal, though 
the Rope was about his Neck, and he half way up the 
Ladder, yet, by Name, he acquitted King Charles from 
being any ways privy to it : Nay, ſays my Author, be- 
ing caſt off che Ladder, and when he had tryed what 
Hanging in part was, being reprieved, and bad no ſmall 
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hopes given him of a Pardon, he ſtill perſiſted in the fame 
Proteſtation. And that which further convinces me, 
and fo it will any unprejudic'd man beſides, of the truth 
of this, 15, That when they came to draw up the Charge 
2g4inſt him, 1n order to his Trial and Condemnation, 
though their buſineſs was to blacken him with all the 
toul Imputations their Malice could rake up, and they 
did fo, yet not one word in the whole touching his 
abctting or countenancing the 7ri/þ Rebellion ; which, 
certainly they neither could nor would have omitted, if 
they had had any Grounds to believe and to charge him 
with it. 

Thirdly, The laſt Obj-:Gion againſt him is, his Divine 
and Holy Book : It is not to be imagincd with what 
induſtry they have, within this Iait year, endeavoured 
to periwade the World it was a Forgery, and not of his. 
compiling ; and there is a certain Eſſex Doctor of Divi- 
nity, who has aſſiſted this ObjeRtion ro the utmoſt of his 
poiver, with a falſe Story, which I v.ill prefently refute, 
and ſet the whole 1a a true and proper Light. 

Anſ. I could never obtain Leave of my ſelf to believe 
that any Man could wiite at that divinerate, but he that 
telr the Miſeries that ſuggeſt fuch Thoughts and Hea- 
venly Meditations ; the various Conditions of men, good 
men, wonderfully help them, in their Retirements and 
Solitudes, to Divine Intercourſes and Aſpirations ; and 
he that could counterfeit ſuch things, and make ſuch 
Appeals to God, without Leing in ſuch Conditions as 
tho: Apocals fuppoie, muſt be rather r-+t to an Arheiſt 
2 4 good Cariftimm. And it the Efex Dodor had 
any value for the Memory of his deceaſed Friend, he 
weuld ccrtainly have forborn tellirig it 1n all places, with 
2 more ihan uſuel Confidence, as he hath done, and that 
for this one reaſon. 
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The Story, ih fhort, that he tells, 1s this ; "That 
Dr. Gauden, then of Bocking in Eſſex, made this Book, 
and fent him, then his Curate, to the Preſs with ir, 
which command h2 obey'd, and accordingly did fo carry 
it, in order to its printing, 

Now the Truth of the Story is thus : There was 
one Mr. Simmons, a learn:d and pious Miniſter , who 
lived near Dr. Gaudex 1n Eſſex, and who, out of a true 
Aﬀetion to His then Majeſty's Perſon and Cauſe, writ 
a learned Defence of the King, with which the King was 
ſo pleafed, that he preſently reſolved, that this perſon 
ſhould have the peruſal and correction of his. Book, and 
accordingly ſends it by a truſty Meſſenger. 

The Book, when looked over by him, did fo affte& 
him, (and no wonder) that he could not forbear fend- 
ing for his Neighbour Gazden, in order to make him 
happy with himſelf, in the ſight and reading of ſuch an 
incſtimable Jewel ; Dr. Gaudex would not be denied the 
kindneſs of taking th: Book home with him, for a few 
days, which upon importunity Mr. S$;mmonds (knowing 
the Dr.a Well-wiſher at that time to the King) granted ; 
Dr. Gazden preſently falls to tranſcribing of it, and in 
fome days, with great Labour and Application, finiſhes 
it, and fo returns the Original to Mr. S$7»1monds again. 

Within a while the great Storm coming upon the 
King, which at Jaſt, God knows, wholly overſet him, 
Dr. Gazden, out of a true Aﬀection to his Maſter the 
King, hoping thereby to do him Service, fends his Copy 
by the Hands of this Do&or to the Preſs : And fo far, 
and no farther was he concerned in it. 

And whereas it is faid, that Dr. Gander told King 
Charles the Second he made the Book, the Truth of the 
Story 1s this : That he putting in for the Biſhoprick 
of Worcefter, and mecting with fome oppoſition from 
Biſhop She/don, the King asked him what Pretences he 
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| had to ſo great a'Favour;; he, nnſwered, That he pur 


out his Father's Book 5 which Anſwer, tho' #rae:iniſome 
ſence, yet \being ambiguoutly. ſpoken, as it -got him the 
Biſhoprick, fo it alſv gave Riſe to the late Earl :of 
Angleſey's Memorandam, which hath made fo great noiſe 
in the World. | Þ 

Bur, to put -all things out of doubt concerning this 
Book, give me leave to tell this Story : I was, [not 
many weeks ago, in Converſation with Sir Fohn Brattle 
a worthy perſon, and who hath long enjoy'd a confide- 
rable Office in the Royal Mint, with whom difcourſing 
about King Charles the Firſt, and particularly of the 
Suſpicions raiſed of the Truth of the . Book, he frank- 
ly told me, and agured me the Truth. of this 
Story. 

That in the year 47. King Charles having drawn up 
the moſt conſiderable part of this Book, and having 
writ it in fome looſe Papers, at different times, deſired: 
Biſhop Juxo# to get ſome Friend of his ( whom he- 
could commend to him as a truſty perſon.) to look it 
over, and to put'1t into an exact method ; the Biſhop- 
pitched upon Sir Fohn's Father, whom he had been ac- 
quainted withal for many years, who ugdertaking the 
Task, was aſliſted by this his Son, who declares, he fate 
up with his Father ſome nights, to aſſiſt him in- metho-- 
dizing theſe Papers, all writ with the King's own Hand : 
Thanks be to God, Sir Fohn is yet alive, and is-. 
ready to give the ſame Account to any man that 
asks him. 


And whoſoever, after this, will ſuſfpe&t this Book; 
is certainly a man of that temper, who will keep- 
up his Prejudices againſt this Great man, in ſpight 
of all Evidences, though as clear as the Sun. at Noon :- 

And 
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- And for my own part, I muſt tel! him, that I think 
it not worth the while, to attempt his further ſatis- 
faction; becauſe nullam remedinm Deus poſuit contuma- 

| riz, God Almighty hath not provided a Remedy for 

[Nt © Reſoiv:d Stubbornneſs.in the ordinary courſe of dealing 

with Ven ; and if nothing but Miracles will can- 

| . vince them, I have no Commiſſion to pretend to 
os them, | = 
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